[Recurrent febrile episodes in childhood. From immunodeficiency to normality].
Fever is one of the leading symptom in childhood diseases. If there are recurrent febrile episodes, one have to distinguish between recurrent infections in the normal age range, periodic fever syndromes or even a primary immunodeficiency. Diagnostic tools to distinguish one from another are reported. The warning signs for primary immunodeficiency are listed and discussed. For periodic fever syndromes, the PFAPA syndrome, the most frequent in Swiss children, is discussed in some detail.